
 

Classification: Protected A 

NOTICE OF MEASURE 
to Achieve a Legitimate objective under Chapter 7 of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) 

Approved by the GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA 

Regulated Occupation Name: Podiatrists 

Province(s)/Territory(ies) whose workers are affected: 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario, Quebec, Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward 
Island. 
Under which legitimate objective(s) is/are the measure(s) being filed: 
Protection of human health; Consumer protection 

Rationale/Justification: Material Scope of Practice Difference 

Along with British Columbia, podiatrists in Alberta have the broadest scope of practice in 
Canada. In Alberta, podiatrists, also called podiatric physicians, are independent medical 
practitioners who hold a Doctor of Podiatric Medicine degree and have completed a 
post-graduate medical residency. Additionally, in Alberta, a podiatrist’s scope of practice 
includes an extensive range of surgical procedures on the foot including surgery on the bones of 
the foot.  

The scope of practice in Alberta includes the ability to independently diagnose and treat 
conditions of the foot, including ordering and interpreting diagnostic tests, prescribing, setting or 
resetting a fracture of a bone, reducing dislocation of a joint, prescribing and administering 
anesthesia and performing surgical procedures on the foot and associated boney structures.  

Regulatory frameworks in the affected jurisdictions authorize practitioners who perform foot-
related procedures, such as callous and nail debridement, biomechanical treatments and non-
surgical wound care, to use the protected title of “podiatrist”. However, due to significant material 
differences in scope of practice this is a distinctly different profession than what is regulated in 
Alberta. Consequently, these practitioners are not eligible for registration as podiatrists in 
Alberta. 
Additional Requirement(s): 
Applicants for registration originating from jurisdictions with a materially different scope of 
practice will be required to meet Alberta’s registration requirements or be assessed for 
substantial equivalency to determine eligibility for registration.  

Anticipated Duration of the additional requirement(s): 
Indefinite  

Date Approved:  2026 / 08 / 27        
YY MM DD 

Date(s) Reviewed and/or Updated March 2026 

Contact Information Government of Alberta 
LabourMobility@gov.ab.ca 
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