
 

 

 

NOTICE OF MEASURE 
to Achieve a Legitimate objective under Chapter 7 of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement (CFTA) 

 

Approved by the GOVERNMENT OF NOVA SCOTIA 

 

Regulated Occupation Name: Lawyer 

Province(s)/Territory(ies) whose workers are affected: Québec 

Under which legitimate objective(s) is/are the measure(s) being filed: Consumer Protection 

 

 

Rationale/Justification: 

Unlike the rest of Canada, there are two legal professions in Québec, each regulated by separate law societies: 

Barristers (regulated by le Barreau du Québec) and Notaries (regulated by la Chambre des notaires du Québec). 

Notaries have a limited scope of practice that is not equivalent to the scope of practice of a common law lawyer. 

Instead, they are able to apply for licensure in the common law provinces and territories as a ‘Canadian Legal 

Advisor’, which limits them to giving legal advice and consultations on matters involving Québec or under federal 

jurisdiction. 

Barristers have a scope of practice that is deemed equivalent to that of a common law lawyer for the purpose of 

enjoying labour mobility rights with Canadian common law jurisdictions. 

However, Québec has a special agreement with France permitting entry to practice as both Barristers and Notaries 

from lawyers trained in France without requiring that they certify their education (for equivalency). France is a strictly 

civil law legal system, while all Canadian jurisdictions other than Québec operate as common law jurisdictions only. 

There are significant differences in the foundational legal systems and in the way the law is developed and codified. 

A person trained to practice law in France will not possess the knowledge or expertise to practice in in a common law 

jurisdiction without supplemental training. 

 

Additional Requirement(s):  

The Nova Scotia Barristers’ Society requires an individual assessment of the educational credentials and 

experience of:  

• a Barrister (regulated by le Barreau du Québec) who seeks certification in Nova Scotia as a lawyer 

whose legal training was obtained outside Canada and who has not had their credentials reviewed and 

accepted by le Barreau du Québec; and  

 

• a Notary (regulated by la Chambre des notaires du Québec) who seeks certification in Nova Scotia as 

a Canadian Legal Advisor whose legal training was obtained outside Canada and who has not had their 

credentials reviewed and accepted by la Chambre des notaires du Québec;  
 

to determine whether they have the necessary common law knowledge or expertise and if considered necessary, 

to impose additional training, examinations and/or experience as a condition of certification. 
Anticipated Duration of the additional requirement(s): Indefinite 

 



 

 

Date Approved: 

 

2026 /   06    /   30    

  YY       MM        DD 

Date(s) Reviewed and/or Updated   

Contact Information Mudiaga Akakabota  

Nova Scotia Labour Mobility Coordinator 

Department of Labour, Skills, and Immigration 

4th Floor North, Maritime Centre 1505 Barrington Street, Halifax, 

NS B3J 3K5 (902) 424-2308 | ✉ labourmobility@novascotia.ca 

  

 

Alana O’Connor-Kelly (she/her) 

Manager, Education & Credentials 

Nova Scotia Barristers' Society 

Cogswell Tower 800–2000 

Barrington Street Halifax, NS 

B3J 3K1 

T: 902 422 1491 

F: 902 429 4869 

aoconnor@nsbs.org 
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